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the question obviously to be solved before
there could be even the dimmest begin-
nings of Home Rule as regards other than
purely local affairs. And it is a matter of
sober historical fact, very well worth keep-
ing in mind, that the only solution of the
problem of defence yet put forward is due,
not to any Indian politician or party, but
to the Simon Commission. I tried to have
a word with Mr. Montagu on that point
in one of the less formal conversations I
had with him, but he developed a marked
desire to talk about something else, and it
was not for me to disturb, under convivial
conditions, a peace that had with such
difficulty been patched up, with the high
contracting party quite reasonably in-
censed against a journalist who devoted
two thousand words every day to thwart-
ing him (the wit of the Indian Civil Service
always referred to Mr, Edwin Montagu
as " Edwin the Welby-loved "). Earlier
there had been between us this little
dialogue.
Mr. Montagu:   " I think you should